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During the years in the middle of the 19th Cen- 
tury, many dedicated men of God filled this pulpit 
preaching the gospel of salvation. Space does not per- 
mit the full review of the work done by these men. One 
of long and faithful pastorates was Rev. James Remsen. 
His earnest desire to win souls was evidenced by the 
record that he baptized over 100 persons during his 
ministry. It is recorded that because of his loving 
and gracious demeanor, that no one could preside quite 
so well at a marriage ceremony, baptismal waters, or 
funeral services as could Elder Remsen. 

Since that time, the church has been blessed 
with many men who have been filled with the Spirit of 
the Master. Because of the faithful preaching of the 
gospel during the years, many have gone forth to teach 
and preach the gospel. (List of preachers, mission- 
AE and licensed laymen are listed on a separate 
page 

Among some of the inspiring events of those 
early years, one stands out in particular. During 
evangelistic meetings being conducted by Rev. Brun- 
dage, P. P. Bliss, who was conducting a musical con- 
vention in the area, attended the meetings. During 
one sermon the closing words of Rev. Brundage were, 
"He who is almost persuaded, is almost saved; but to 
be almost saved is to be entirely lost." Mr. Bliss 
was so inspired that he went to a home near Alden- 
ville, where he was staying at the time and wrote the 
very familiar hymn, "Almost Persuaded." 

The Wayne Association was formed in 1857. The 
church joined the association in 1872 having previous- 
ly had fellowship with the Abington Association. This 
church has had an active part in the Wayne Association 
ever since and has hosted the association on several 
occasions. 

In 1866, the church voted to raise money to pur- 
chase a cabinet organ. In earlier years, the church 
had a choir which was led by the leader and a bass 
violin. 

In 1881, Mrs. Laura Rude played her first piano 
piece during the 50th Anniversary celebration. She 
became the church organist and pianist for 63 years. 

In 1903, Clinton Center and Aldenville became a 
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